MINUTES

of the 3nd Meeting of the Balkanfila Working Group 

The meeting took place at the TUYAP Exhibition Center, Istanbul, on 2 November 2007, starting at 11.00 a.m.

Attending representatives of the member countries:  

Nikolla Xharo, Albania, 

Spas Panchev, Ivan Kostov and Boncho Bonev, Bulgaria,

Ivan Libric and Dario Stella, Croatia, 

Anthony Virvilis, Greece, 

Klime Popovski, FYR Macedonia, 

Tomo Katurić, Montenegro,

Leonard Pascanu and Alexandru Bartoc, Roumania,

Djordje Radičević, Jovan Veličković and Slobodan Meandžija, Serbia, 

Michael Fock, Bojan Bračič and Igor Pirc, Slovenia.

Sadettin Guzhan and Mahmut Emirmahmutoglu, Turkey, 

 Delegate from Bosnia-Herxegovina were excused.

The meeting was also attended by Mr. Mordecai Kremener, Israel

Mr. Mahmut Emirgmahmutoglu in the name of the Balkanfila Working Group and the Organising Committee of the XIVth Balkanfila welcome all the present representatives of the member countries.

The delegates have appointed Mr. Igor Pirc to act as Secretary.

List of the points discussed:

1. Extending of the membership to neighbouring countries

2. New Regulations and Statutes of the Balkanfila   

3. Organiser of the next  XVth Balkanfila Exhibition 2009

4. Miscellaneous

1. Extent of Balkanfila membership

Mr. Mordecai Kremener extended in the name of the Israeli Philatelic Association the proposal of its joining the Balkanfila Working Group. His arguments: Israel was part of the Ottoman Empire. Many Israeli collectors have excellent exhibits associated with the Balkans and the Ottoman era. Israel is also a member of FEPA. After that Mr. Kremener left the meeting to enable the representatives to discuss and decide.

The discussion opened many aspects of the membership, also the criteria of the existent circle of seven members (extended to the new countries out of the ex-Yugoslavia only).  What is the Balkan region? Is it only a geographical territory, or is it also a historical, political, cultural concept? Is the spirit of it more important than geography? 

The representatives of the participating countries agreed that the Balkanfila spirit should be restricted to the countries of the Balkan Peninsula only, otherwise we run the risk to accept potential candidatures from neighbouring countries such as Cyprus, Moldova, Italy, including Egypt, Iraq, etc. in case the proposal of Israel is accepted, thus, distorting the geographical factor. It is, however, stressed that any future BALKANFILA exhibitions may invite non-member national federations to participate with Balkan oriented exhibits, as it was adopted in the last exhibitions with notable success.  

2. Balkanfila Regulations 

The discussion under point 1 incited the participating representatives to the conclusion that the Working Group, need to have firm, modern, flexible and connective rules of the future exhibitions.

Mr. Anthony Virvilis reminded the delegates that at the Balkan Congress held in Bacau in 1991, a two member Committee with Leonard Pscanu and himself were entrusted to submit a set of Regulations for the future Balkanfila Exhibitions. The committee, in fact, submitted its Report  in 1992. Unfortunately, this draft was never discussed as the political and financial situation of that period did not permit the continuation of the Balkanfila meetings or the exhibitions.

The delegates unanimously appointed a three-member commission, with Alexandru Bartoc, Anthony Virvilis and Bojan Bračič as its members. The proposal of uniform General Regulations for the Balkanfila Exhibitions should be prepared by the Commission and be sent to the members for further discussion.

In addition, the Regulations of the Alps-Adriatic Philately (Trilaterale Austria, Suisse, Germany etc.) or similar institutions, may serve as an example for the draft of Statutes governing the Balkanfila Institution, in general.

3  XV Balkanfila Exhibition 2009

The Serbian delegation informed on the activities the Serbian Federation has taken until now for organization of the Balkanfila 2009.

After the first contacts the PTT Serbian management agreed to be the organizer of the next Balkanfila. The provisional budget plan of the exhibition has been prepared and attached with the proposal, since on the October meeting in Istanbul the question of the candidature would be expected.

Special attention was drawn to the exhibition frames, as the existing inventory is practically no more of use, and the Balkanfila exhibition needs more frames. It was suggested to the delegates of the Serbian PTT to participate at the Istanbul BWG meeting  in order to provide full support to the Serbian candidature. 

It was underlined the need for a wider Balkan context for our responsibility to organise the next exhibition, since for 2009 other Balkan countries have other exhibitions in view.

On the base of information the Serbian Federation possessed prior their departure for Istanbul, the management of the Serbian PTT supported very positvely our candidature with minor reserves in regards of the budget and supply of the exhibition frames. The General Manager or two of his close deputies should come to Istanbul meeting.

Within the last days the Serbian Federation received news that the PTT General Manager will be replaced, including some other human resource changes. 

The completion of the Federation's plans so far has not been completely realised, and they do not have at the moment a clear answer from the Postal Authority. We still hope and expect that the Postal Authorities will, after the consolidation of the management team, accept the idea and continue the support toward the organisation of the Balkanfila 2009.

The delegates expressed their full understanding and support to the Serbian Philatelic Federation and wished to be successful in taking-over the next Balkanfila exhibition. It has been unanimously concluded to give the Serbian Federation additional time to be able to present definitive candidature for the next Balkanfila exhibition. The term agreed to be EFIRO 2008, in Bucarest next June.

Mr. Anthony Virvilis suggested that, in order to solve the frames problem, the Serbian PTT may request the Greek PTT to lend them the existing modern 16 sheet frames they have.

 4. Miscellaneous

The Balkanfila  logo

The design of the XIV Balkanfila exhibition logo was –with the correction each time of the accompanying text- unanimously accepted as the logo of the BALKANFILA, under the condition that the designer cedes the copyright.

It was also agreed to have a Balkanfila flag with the same or similar context. It was decided to thank the graphic designer Mrs. Betul Z. Guzhan for the work performed and kindly ask her  to prepare the respective drafts to be agreed.

Communicating media 

The proposal of Mr. Igor Pirc to create a www.balkanfila.eu website was  accepted. All the texts and scans relating to that content have to be sent to the present President of the Balkanfila WG, Mr. Mahmut Emirmahmutoglu, (e-address: info@europhila.com). He will try to find the way to the free of cost implementation and shall submit his report in this respect at the next meeting.

Balkan Philatelic Academy

Mr. Anthony Virvilis  brought forward the idea proposed by Greece to the Balkan Congress held in Beograd in 1987, for the founding of a Balkan Philatelic Academy. The proposal was accepted in principle and he was entrusted to submit a first draft in one of the future meetings. Mr. Spas Panchev, on behalf of the Bulgarian Philatelic Academy, invited foreign philatelists to join. 

Various projects

Different mutual projects have been proposed as a way of forming and intensifying of Balkan philatelic relations; e.g. between Bulgaria and Rumania, Bulgaria and Greece or Macedonia, Greece and Bulgaria.

The Bulgarian Federation works on the project of the first philatelic exhibition arranged on a ship (Floating exhibition on the Danube), to be specialised in the Danube thematic issues, sailing from Vienna to the Black Sea.

BULGARIA 2009

Mr. Spas Panchev advised the delegates that in 2009 the Bulgarian Federation is planning to host a European Exhibition under the FEPA patronage, as they do every 10 years, and invited all the Balkan countries to participate.

Before the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Pirc said a few words of recognition to the president of the Working Group Mr. Mahmut Emmirmahmutoglu, who took over the organisation of the first Balkanfila exhibition of the 21st century, carried it out with much effort and success and who invited us to Istanbul, the City of the Civilisations. He gave him in the name of the participants as present a statue in Slovene national costume. 

The delegates agreed to send to FEPA President Mr. Pedro vaz Pereira, a telegram congratulating him for the birth of his grand son and expressing their disappontment for his unexpected departure which prevented him to be present in the Meeting.   

The next meeting of the Balkanfila Working Group was unanimously agreed to be held  in Bucarest, during the EFIRO '08 World Exhibition.

The meeting ended at 12.30 p.m in a most friendly atmposphere.

Acting Secretary

Igor Pirc

