Report of the 2007 Meeting in Sofia, December 2006.

New  regional Working group in the SE Europe 

The Philatelic exhibitions under the name Balkanfila were held in the region of the south-east Europe  regularly more than 40 years. They were stopped in the past ten years due to the social-economic changes in the most participating countries of the geopolitical region called Balkans.

The trigger to renew these events the purpose of which purpose was the developing of  philately and consolidation of the relationship between the stamp-collectors from the region, was the initiative of the President of the Bulgarian Philatelists Union Mr. Spas Panchev. He invited all  Presidents of the Balkan Philatelic Federations to the President's Meeting on December 8th 2006 in Sofia, Bulgaria.

At the meeting the following countries were present: 

Bulgaria – Mr. Spas Panchev, 

Greece – Mr. Michalis Tsironis,

FYR Macedonia  - Mr. Klime Popovski, 

Romania –Mr. Leonard Pascanu, 

Slovenia – Mr. Igor Pirc, 

Serbia – Mr. Djorje Radičević, 

Turkex –Mr. Mahmud Emirmahmitoglu, 

Montenegro –  Capt. Tomo Katurić; 

Also participating - Boncho Bonev , Bulgaria, Prof. Jovan Veličković, Serbia and Alexandru Dan Bartoc, Romania. 

As guest sof the meeting tried to participate Mr. Jos Wolf, President of FIP and  Mr. Pedro Vaz Pereira, President of FEPA . However, due to the the prevailing fog at Sofia airport, both had to return to their departure airports.  

Agenda of the meeting:

1. Proposal for re-establishing Balkanfila exhibitions

2. Principle regulations for organizing Balkanphila exhibitions

3. Proposal for organizing Balkanphila 2007

The matter of importance – about restoring the philatelic exhibitons was unanimously accepted.

 The representatives of the Philatelic organizations from the Balkan countries united with the suggestion in the future Balkanfila to become a traditional philatelic event for the region. It was also  higlhy appreciated the role of philately as a factor of education of the young generation – the herald of cultural worth, a way of mutual knowledge and understanding.  To achieve this goal co-organisers would be the postal administrations, the cultural and the educational institutions of the respective countries.

The main principles about the organization of the exhibitions Balkanphila were discussed. The purpose is to be given broader possibilities to every host country of the exhibition for considering  its own conditions and possibilities. On one hand – achieving the maximum influence of the public in the respective country, and on the other hand - to be a stage of the development of the competitive philately.

The participant scame to an agreement Balkanphila to be held with the support of FEPA. Mr. Igor Pirc from Slovenia, who represented also the Working Group Alpe Adria Philately, suggested to unite the participating countries of the region in the form of Working group Balkan which was unanimously voted . The president of the Philatelic Union, who organizes the coming Balkanphila, becomes the President of the Working group. 

The participants of the meeting negotiated to inform each other in the future about the philatelic activities and events in the respective countries. 

It was also voted the proposal of the Federation of the Turkish Philatelic Associations to be the first hosts of the restored Balkanphila in Istanbul from October 28th – November 3rd. 2007 and Mr. Mahmut Emirmahmutoglu to be the first President of the Working group.

The participants signed the Memorandum in the presence of the President of the State Agency for Information technology and communications Dr. Plamen Vatchkov, who promised to send a copy to his colleagues of the Balkan countires. 

The participating  country representatives attended also the congress of the Bulgarian Philatelists Union, held on the next day, where they had the opportunity to greet the delegates and to congratulate the host Mr. Spas Pancehc to be re-elected  for President . 

The hospitality of the hosts was extraordinary;  guests had an excellent opportunity to learn the historical sites of  ancient Serdica, the medieval and modern city of Sofia. There were three great era's of the Bulgarian national state. The last, still very present beginning  1879 when Tsar Osvoboditel ( Deliberator) after defeat of Turks, established the modern Bulgarian State. The visit to the Historical Museum in the Palace in the Suburb Bojana impressed visitors with excellent artefacts. The sincere congratulations were addressed to Bulgarian hosts also to became on January 1st 2007 the citizens of the European Union!
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